The Truth Will Out: Zionist Mythmaking and the Real History of Palestine

By Alex Whisson

Unlike Steve Lieblich, who knows next to nothing about me or my political ideas yet has no compunction about accusing me of all manner of things he can provide no evidence for, I haven’t the slightest interest in descending to the level of ad hominem attacks.  Such an approach discredits both Mr Lieblich and the Jewish Community Council and more importantly does nothing to advance what ought to be a constructive and civilised debate aimed at educating The Perth Voice readership.  So let us stick to the facts.

The claim that “[n]o international law prevents Israel from controlling those territories gained in a defensive war” is false on two counts.  No less a figure than Menachem Begin had this to say about the 1967 Arab-Israeli war: “The Egyptian Army concentrations in the Sinai approaches do not prove that Nasser was really about to attack us.  We must be honest with ourselves.  We decided to attack him.”  There is a great deal of documentary evidence attesting to Begin’s admission.  The simple fact is that Israel’s attack on the Egyptian air force in the Sinai peninsula, the opening salvo of the six-day war, was an unprovoked act of aggression.

The Hague Regulations of 1907 and the fourth Geneva Convention of 1949 make it perfectly clear that the occupation of foreign territory acquired by force is a legally protected right only in the event of a war of self-defence.  Furthermore, legally sanctioned occupations must be limited in their time frame.  In other words, sovereignty must be ceded to the occupied people at the first available opportunity.  This right to self-determination is enshrined in the UN Charter and supersedes the rights of any third party to the dispute, making a nonsense of Lieblich’s irrelevant reference to Jordan’s previous claim to Palestinian land.

Just as they have hitherto done a remarkable job of convincing Western public opinion the 1967 war of conquest was an act of self-defence, so too have Zionist propagandists sought to peddle to the world a wholly fictional account of Israel’s foundation in 1948.

Central to this Zionist mythology is the notion the Arab world rejected a fair and equitable United Nations partition of Palestine in 1947.  An examination of part II of General Assembly Resolution 181 belies this ludicrous fantasy.  This was the section of the partition resolution that dealt with the all-important question of territorial boundaries.  Under its terms, 56% of Palestine was to be given over to the Zionist State, at a time when Jewish people - the vast majority of whom had settled in Palestine only a few years earlier – constituted only a third of the population and owned less than 6% of the land.

Not content with this extraordinarily generous offer, the nascent Israeli Army, the Haganah, working alongside terrorist paramilitary groups like the Irgun Tsvai Leumi, proceeded to invade the 44% of Palestine granted under the UN Mandate to the Palestinians.  As revealed in declassified Haganah records and the personal diaries of Israel’s first Prime Minister David Ben-Gurion, the strategic aim of this invasion was the systematic expulsion of the indigenous population of Palestine.  In other words, what we could call today ‘ethnic cleansing’.  

Known as Plan Dalet (Plan D), this systematic ethnic cleansing of Palestine began in earnest on the 10th of March 1948.  The great Israeli historian Ilan Pappe, whose meticulously researched The Ethnic Cleansing of Palestine has perhaps contributed more to our understanding of the events of 1948 than any other work of scholarship, has said of this crucial period: “The first targets [of Plan Dalet] were the urban centres of Palestine, which had all been occupied by the end of April.  About 250 000 Palestinians were uprooted in this phase, which was accompanied by several massacres, most notable of which was the Deir Yassin massacre.”  It was not until May 15th that the Arab armies came to the aid of the besieged Palestinians, by which time the illegal annexation of 22% of historic Palestine, the mass murder of hundreds of civilians, and the violent expulsion of 700 000 men, women and children was largely complete.

All these questions of historical accuracy, while vitally important to an understanding of the Israel-Palestine conflict, distract us in some sense from the desperate plight of Palestinians today and the flagrant violations of international law perpetrated by Israel right now, in the present day.  After 43 years of illegally occupying the West Bank and East Jerusalem  - and one could also make a strong argument that Israel maintains the status of an occupying power in the Gaza Strip – any casual observer can see that Tel Aviv is no closer to acceding to the demands of international law and that Palestinian sovereignty over Palestinian land remains as elusive as ever.  

Now more than ever the ordinary men and women of Australia must stand up against our own government’s complicity in Israel’s crimes, put their noses to the grindstone of political struggle, and seek justice for the long-suffering Palestinian people.
